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MmmuDUM 

^UBJHTT: Franco -Soviet negotiations on Cpe.ce Cooperation 


1. The French ami the Soviets my have aevottetei arw^aents in the 
field ;f space cooperati'-a during; talks which have just ended in Paris. 

.-rest! reports at the conclusion of the talks ware /ague ami 

referred only to an ’'eatehaage of v iews 1 ' on cooperation. Information from 

indicates,, however, that the iloviei 

2. els ;.a% Ion cffero.. to stand the coats for French use of Soviet eoawuttica- 
x-iom» sa belli t»e -an- for a Soviet rocket to orbit a French satellite. 


>. Tiie Soviet delegation * u visit mark® & com inuin.: effort b, the 
US'.,S to broaden contacts with p aris and encourage £w» Gaulle in pursutn,; 
an independent policy which in many important respects is consvipient with 
-ovivt interests in Europe, In his 2 9 Oepteatoer speech before the CFSU 
plenum, Soviet party leader Brezhnev was optimistic over the prospects 
for iov Let -French inflations aau Soviet leaders can be expected to ,-^tva 
Couve *is Murville a red carpet reception when ha visits Moscow m late 
k'tober. Aside from the technical benefits of joint *pa,?t’ collar ration 
which woul a... .rue to the UBBR. the Russians would find it politically 


&uvanta-;.t‘cm& to press for eose sort of formal a^reeaant with 
on th 1 cues t ion. The Soviets are specifically int-eresteu in 


the French 
f Isruptj a. 


French part 1 c i pat. ion 
A,* r lean rockets ®J 


in joint projects with the US- iuclu.Ja; the? use of 
launch far Hi ties and participation in the US cos- 


Mt> i or t- \ one 


aa toll It e- system . 



Fmneo-C-.wi.et cooperation in. space ai,.:ht also uiarupt French 


-jutli a in bO>;> ami 2DRQ, 
alihnurh. i t would alar 

. orbit a eimli sat cJU.lt 


the European cooperative space or...,ani- 
t certainly have ao effect on French 


with a Frcnch-ae.de launch v*Mcl e let.- 
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HO FOHEIGN DISSEM MCKOKOOBD USE OHLY 


■j* The French, who tool; the original Initiative in proposing space 
cooperation during Soviet Foreign Minister GroBjyko’s visit to Paris in 
April, undoubtedly see this a* smother way of demonstrating their inde- 
pendence of the: US, 

6 . According to Soviet press reports, yet another bi,-b»level Soviet 
scientific delegation arriv-ab In Fhris on lB October at the invitation of 
the French. The reasons for this new visit are unknown but it iaay also 

be relate • to Franco -Soviet apace negotiation® . 
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